ST. HELENA'S GRAMMAR SCHOOL

ALUMNI=NEWSLETTER

VOLUME XIlI

FALL 2009

Letter from the Pastor

Dear Alumni and Friends of St. Helenas School,
he symbol of St. Helena is the Cross and the Crown. | am
sure you are very familiar with that symbol. It graces the wall
above our altar in church. Our children wear that symbol on
their school uniforms. It appears on all our stationary and
publications. It is a beautiful symbol-and it is an important symbol, one
we do well to re ect on frequently.

Historically, of course, the Cross and the Crown are symbols of our
holy patroness St. Helena. You will recall that she was an earthly queen, the
mother of the Emperor Constantine (hence the Crown) who found the True
Cross of Jesus buried on the hill of Calvary (hence the Cross). Whenever
we see this beautiful symbol, we remember that we belong to St. Helena.
She is our heavenly protector who guides us on our way to heaven.

But the symbol of the Cross and the Crown has a deeper meaning. It
represents our whole Christian life. Every one of us has a cross to bear. It
may be the cross of physical su ering, either our own or that of a loved
one. It may be the cross of making ends meet in these di  cult times or the
cross of anxiety over a friend or family member experiencing di culties.
Every person has a cross. But we have more-we have the promise of the
crown, the crown of life. e symbol of the Cross and the Crown reminds
us of this basic truth of our faith-if we bear the Cross, like Jesus and with
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Reverend Monsignor Thomas B. Derivan
Church of Saint Helena

1315 Olmstead Avenue

Bronx, NY 10462

Dear Monsignor Derivan, Teachers, and Students of
Saint Helena’s School:

Thank you all so very much for your letter and handmade
cards on the occasion of my anniversary of ordination to the
priesthood. It is, indeed, my privilege and pleasure to serve you as
your Archbishop.

Our Catholic schools are, by all accounts, extraordinary, and I
look forward to visiting all of them over the years that lie ahead. Be
assured that Saint Helena's is high on the list.

With prayerful best wishes, I am,

Faithfully in Christ,

Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of New York

Jesus, then He will give us the Crown of life in heaven.
Every time we see this beautiful symbol we remember
that we are heaven-bound.

at is the message that St. Helenas Parish has
tried to proclaim-and to live-for the past sixty-nine
years, since our founding in 1940. Monsignor Scanlan
taught people in the 40sand 50 to carry their Cross,
including the Cross of getting through the Depression
and World War I1. He trained children to carry their
Cross of life well, all the while learning the fun of being good. And
Monsignor Scanlan always reminds his people that the Crown of life awaits
us all. If we bear the Cross of life, we will have the Crown of heaven.

at is the message we continue to teach our children and to proclaim
in our church sixty-nine years after our parish was established. Times
change. Faces change. But the challenge of the Cross and the Crown
remains. May St. Helenas School and St. Helenas Parish always be proud
of our symbol, the Cross and the Crown. Like St. Helena our patroness,
may we nd our Cross and may we one day receive our Crown, the Crown
of eternal life.

Father omas B. Derivan

MEMORIAL MASS FOR
SR. LINDA BONASERA O.P.

ister Linda Bonasera was a true

St. Helenite all her life. She

graduated from our elementary /4

school in 1957 and from our  /,
high school (then called St. Helenas
High School for Girls) in 1961.
After her religious profession as
a Dominican Sister of Sparkill
and brief teaching assignments
elsewhere, she returned to her
high school for the next thirty-nine
years, rst as a Math teacher, then
as Assistant Principal. Sister went
home to God on June 2, 2008. She
was dearly loved by the students and
the faculty of our high school for her
warmth, gentleness and patience. She is
sorely missed.

A Memorial Mass for Sister Linda will be celebrated on Sunday,
September 13 at our church at 1:00 PM. s date coincides with
her date of religious profession (September 8) and our parish feast
day, the feast of the Holy Cross (celebrated on the Sunday nearest
September 14). We invite all the many friends, former students
and fellow parishioners of Sister Linda to join us in remembering
this wonderful Sister who is surely praying for us all from her place
in heaven. May many more young women hear the call of Jesus to
serve Him in religious life as Sister Linda did so faithfully.







